National Museum Sri Lanka
The Colombo national museum is an Italian architecture colonial type mansion which was
founded by the British governor of Ceylon at that time, Sir William Henry Gregory. This treasure
house is the Sri Lanka’s most prestigious, oldest and largest museum.
The museum is known to be the first public museum in Sri Lanka and has a vast collection of
Antiques and many other Artefacts’ from all over the countryside. When the national museum
was first opened to the public in 1st January 1877, it had a mere 800 items on display. Today that
number has grown to over 100,000.
The Museum also maintains a library that has a vast collection of rare historical books and
chronicles for history lovers. It is actively involved in conducting research in pre history ethnology,
anthropology, culture and the crafts. It also conducts lectures and seminars periodically. .

Independence Square
Independence Commemoration Hall located on Independence Square (formally Torrington Square) in
Cinnamon Gardens, is a national monument in Sri Lanka. This was built long after independence was
gained from the British rule on February 4, 1948.
The structure is made of concrete, and bear columns similar to what is found in ancient Sri Lankan
architecture and it was designed to resemble a Kandyan audience hall. The rows of stone lions that
guard this great monument are a unique feature of this Commemoration Hall. This is also an
impressive piece of art that clearly signifies the ancient architecture and the elaborated stone carvings
and painting found at the memorial hall are simply breathtaking.
Other than a momentum it is commonly used as a place to conduct annual national day celebrations
and other significant national celebrations and cultural activities that mark national unity. Currently
Independence Square and its surroundings is considered to be one of the most prestigious locations in
Colombo are to be converted into an exclusive for cultural activities, recreation and academic and
research excellence.

This remarkable site in Colombo has become a major tourist attraction due to its historical significance
and extraordinary work of architecture. It is one of the significant heritage sites of the city that you
must visit.

Colombo Fort
Colombo city is an exciting place especially where the Colombo Fort District is concerned. The
Fort was primarily built by the Portuguese and developed by the Dutch after invading the
Portuguese regime. The Colombo Fort and the Colombo Harbour have a long history. This was
mainly used by Greeks, Egyptians and Arabian merchants until 1506 for their shipping purposes.
The Portuguese took control of the Colombo Harbour and they built the Fort as a defence
mechanism from invaders. The fort they built around the harbour was named Colombo Fort.

The Dutch invaded Colombo Fort in 1658 and the city was developed systematically. The Beira
Lake was also developed and extended in order to strengthen the Dutch defence strategy.
In 1796 the British took control of the Colombo Fort and invaded the entire country by 1815.
They further developed Colombo city and made it the commercial hub of Ceylon and the
Governor’s quarters was built in the Fort itself which is the President’s residence.
The British built the Parliament which now is known as the Presidential Secretariat facing Galle
Face Green located in the south of Colombo city.
The Colombo port or earlier known as “The Port of Kolonthota” is the busiest and largest port in
Sri Lanka which was built in early 14th century during the Kotte kingdom.
Due to its marvellous strategic location in the Indian Ocean, the port of Kolonthota was very
famous among Indian, Chinese and Persian traders back in 1505. After many years of major
transformation, currently the Colombo Port or Colombo Harbour is one of the busiest ports and
ranks among the top 35 ports in the world.

Colombo Light house
The old Colombo light house was initially establish in 1860 as a clock tower and the
lantern was added in 1865 and transformed in to a light house. The original clock
(made by the same manufacturer as “Big Ben”) was replaced in 1913.
The tower is located at the junction of Chatham Street and Janadhipathi
Mawatha(formally known as Queens Road) in Colombo Fort. At present the light
house is not operational, but functions as a clock tower and is designated as a
monument.
It is said that this cylindrical brick tower with lantern and gallery is the only lighthouse
in the world which also tells the time in the middle of the busy road.

Gangaramaya Temple
The Gangaramaya Buddhist temple is a beautiful and vibrant temple with a history that dates back
over 2,000 years. This temple was said to have been built in the 19th century by a trader and ship
owner named Don Bastion, who had played a leading role in reviving Buddhism.
Located beside a Holy Bo Tree on the waters of Beira Lake, the temple is only accessible by crossing a
wooden bridge. According to historical records, the Lord Buddha is reputed to have preached under
this Bo tree which is considered as a sapling of the Sri Maha Bodhi and is over 100 years old.
This Temple is famous for its imposing buildings, and is complete with a chetiya, bo tree, image
house, Simamalaka, relic chamber containing the relics of the Buddha and Arahat Seevali, museum,
library, pirivena, and residential, education and alms halls.
The Nawam Perahera, conducted by the Gangarama temple is a major tourist attraction. The
perehara was initially started in 1979 and has been held uninterrupted in the month of February since
then. This beautiful festival of arts has over 1,000 performers and over 100 elephants brought from
different parts of the island is the highlight of the pageant.

Kalani Raja Maha Viharaya
Located about 06 miles away from Colombo, the Kelaniya Raja Maha Viharaya is one of the most
significant Buddhist temples in Sri Lanka. The temple had been built more than 2000 years ago and
contains images of reclining and preaching Buddha along with frescoes depicting incidents from his life.
The Kelaniya Vihara, received its hallowed status and became a place of Buddhist worship after Arhath
(supremely enlightened) Mahinda brought the Dhamma to the island.
The other major attraction of this temple is the annually held “Duruthu Perahera”. This great pageant
Perahera was first inaugurated in 1927 and has been held uninterrupted since then. "The Duruthu
Perahera'' (Kelani Procession) is held on the pre - full moon day of the month of January every year and
celebrated in three colorful stages.

Jami-Ul-Alfar Mosque
Jami-Ul-Alfar Mosque at Second Cross Street, in the Pettah is one of the most
striking buildings in Colombo and can be spotted very easily.
This beautiful red and white design architecture mosque began to construct in
1908 and took almost a year to complete.

The Mosque is striped red and white like a layer cake, a design that is
reminiscent of another mosque which was also completed in 1909, the Masjid
Jamek of Kuala Lumpur. The architect of the Jami-Ul-Alfar was one H.L. Saibo
Lebbe.

Dutch Wolvendaal Church
Wolvendaal church is one on the oldest churches built during the
Dutch era in 1749. The interior is decorated with Dutch furniture
with the wooden carved pews, chairs, pulpit and lecterns.
One of the major highlights of the church is the Tombstones of 5
Dutch governors, including the oldest Dutch tombstone in Sri Lanka,
which were moved from a church with in the Fort in 1813. The other
attraction is the church organ, which is still in its perfect condition.

Viharamahadevi Park
Viharamahadevi Park or formally known as the Victoria park is the largest, oldest and most colorful
park situated in the heart of Colombo (Cinnamon Gardens), just opposite the colonial style Town
Hall building.
The park was built during the British rule of Sri Lanka as Victoria Park and remained as Vihara Maha
Devi Park, in honor of a famous historical Sinhalese queen, mother of the hero of the nation, King
Dutugamunu.
This is the largest & most attractive greenery in Colombo and best visited from March to May
before the monsoon when most of the flowers are in full bloom.
It has well landscaped gardens with a varity of trees, flowers, lotus ponds, fountains, golden image
of Buddha, large Statue of Queen Viharamahadevi, and Queen Victoria. On the southeastern side
of the park is a special section for children with a small train, a zoo of baby animals, mini aquarium
and an amusement park. You will also get to see the elephants from the temple near Beira Lake
who are often kept in the park to graze.

The park is a perfect place to relax, for shady walks, picnics and most of all a great place to spend
your time with your family.

Galle Face Green
Galle face green is the largest open space and the most elegant promenade located in Colombo
city. This elegant seaside promenade is a ribbon strip of land between Galle Road and Indian
Ocean, stretching out to one-and-a-half kilometers.
Originally the Gall face green extended over a much larger area than seen today. It was mainly
used as a horse racing course and partly as a golf course over 100 years ago during the time of Sir
Henry Ward, the British Governor of Ceylon in 1859.
Today, the Gall Face Green is a perfect place for all those who want to indulge in their favorite
pastimes next to the sea under the open sky. The green brightens up in the evenings, with
children, families, vendors, teenagers, lovers, kite flyers and merrymakers and it is at its busiest on
Saturday and Sunday evenings.
Surrounded by the famous colonial styled Galle Face Hotel, known as Asia's Emerald on the Green
since 1864, Ceylon Intercontinental Hotel, the Taj Samudra, and the old parliament building, the
green frequently hosts numerous international & local concerts and Kite festivals which are held
during the month of February.

Dehiwala Zoo
It’s a home to a wide variety of animals and birds that can be found around the world. All the
animals are spread out in a number of houses.
• The Reptile House - The Reptile House of Colombo Dehiwala Zoo has a collection of crocodiles,
tortoises, snakes and oth- er reptiles.
• The Mini Medura - The Mini Medura has a display of more than 500 varieties of fish and is
considered as one of a kind in Asia.
• The Nocturnal House - This house contains the nocturnal birds and animals like owls, bats,
rodents, and lemurs.
The highlight of the zoo is the elephant circus which takes place daily at 5.15 p.m. with extra shows
on Sunday and holidays at 3.15 p.m.

